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New Allergy Testing! 

Check your trailer carefully prior to each trip:  

Monitor the trailer floor, make sure the lights and brakes 

are in good working condition. 

Check the tires and tire pressures and check your hitch for 

damage. 

Make sure you have appropriate airflow through your 

trailer. 

Be sure that the floor is clean and dry with clean shavings. 

Is your horse itchy or asthmatic? Allergy testing can be 

a helpful and affordable tool that allows us to offer 

customized treatment options based on the results. Ask 

any of our veterinarians if it is right for your horse!  

TRAILERING TIPS 
Summer and fall in Wisconsin are lovely for 

traveling with your horse! 

 Here are some quick check points to make 

sure you and your horses have a safe 

trailering experience.   

Prepare your horse for travel:  

Practice loading and unloading your horse prior to the 

travel date. 

Wrapping legs during travel should be an individual 

decision. If your horse is used to having the legs wrapped a 

well placed standing wrap will support and protect the leg. 

If your horse is not used to wraps he may kick or rub at them 

so caution should be used.   

Some horses may be prone to gastric ulcers caused by 

stressful events, such as travel. If this is a concern, please 

talk to your vet about preventative medications for your 

horse. 

Plan ahead: 

If you and your horse are traveling a long distance, build in 

stops every 3 to 4 hours to allow your horse to rest and offer 

water. If your horse does not have access to hay while 

traveling this is also a good time to offer food.   

Know your horse’s individual health needs. Some horses 

have respiratory conditions that require a reduction or 

wetting of the shavings and no hay in the trailer.  Others 

may have leg conditions that require frequent rests or a 

specific hauling position in the trailer.   

An interstate health certificate is required if you are 

traveling from Wisconsin to another state. This requires a vet 

visit and a current coggins.  The certificate is valid for 30 

days after the exam. Schedule an appointment with your 

vet at least one week prior to your departure if possible. 

What is it?  

Equine Pastern Dermatitis, or “scratches” is a 

multifaceted skin reaction that commonly 

involves viral, bacterial, fungal, and/or 

parasitic infections. The lesions present as 

linear scabs along the under side of the 

pastern (and in some cases along the top of 

the pastern traveling up the cannon bone), 

and can be accompanied by scaly skin, 

heat, swelling, oozing, redness, pain to the 

touch, and in severe cases, lameness.  

Who is at the highest risk?  

There are multiple predisposing factors that can 

make a horse more likely to develop scratches. 

The top 3 are: 1. A wet/muddy environment – a 

wet and muddy environment results in a 

breakdown of the skin’s natural barrier. This allows 

for opportunistic pathogens to enter the skin and 

cause infection and further inflammatory 

reaction. 2. White hair/pink skin at the pastern – 

pink skin tends to be more sensitive skin than 

pigmented skin. For this reason, it is more 

susceptible to breakdown in the barrier 

mentioned above when it is challenged. 3. 

Heavy feathering, such as in draft breeds – long 

hair at the fetlock and pastern increases the 

likelihood of moisture and mud being trapped 

near the skin, making wet conditions even more 

likely to result in scratches for these horses.  

How is it diagnosed? 

Diagnosis of scratches is determined by gathering 

important historical information about when the 

condition presented, the environment the horse is living 

in, and previous successful/unsuccessful treatments, 

along with an examination of the affected limb. In 

severe or ongoing cases, skin scrape and/or biopsy of 

the affected region may be necessary to determine if 

the infection is primarily bacterial, fungal, or parasitic in 

etiology. This information can help in creating a 

targeted treatment, and increases the likelihood of 

resolution.  

How is it treated? 

Once diagnosed, treatment is initiated with careful 

clipping of hair, using caution not to cause clipper 

burn, as this will further irritate the skin. Wash the 

affected area with an antibacterial/antifungal 

shampoo, gently working to a lather and letting it sit 

for 10-15 minutes before rinsing off. If the scabs soften 

enough to be gently rubbed off, they should be 

removed, but they should not be picked or 

aggressively rubbed off, as this can worsen the 

inflammation. Once rinsed, the area should be gently 

towel dried. Prescription creams containing a mix of 

antibiotics, antifungals, and a small amount of steroid 

can then be applied to the area. In less common 

cases, systemic antibiotics or steroids may be 

necessary to get the infection/inflammation to 

resolve. However, the most important factor in 

treating scratches is to create a dry standing 

environment for the horse. Sometimes this is as simple 

as making a pasture change, but this is often the 

single most difficult factor to control. It is important to 

always keep in mind and strive for though, as this is 

often the only thing that will allow for complete 

healing in horses that are affected.  

SCRATCHES (Equine Pastern Dermatitis ) 

EQUITARIAN INITIATIVE NEWS 
Pine Ridge Reservation, South Dakota 

In October of 2018, the first “Horse Health Class” by EI  

was taught at the Oglala Lakota Community 

College. This was a very exciting step forward in our 

work with the Lakota people of Pine Ridge. It was a 

four day course that included lectures and hands on 

learning. There were 18 students, ranging in age from 

10-60 and they were an excellent class!  Drs. Ray 

Heinrichs, Jim Casserly, Lauren Alderman and Judy 

Batker, who have all volunteered for many years 

during the work week on Pine Ridge, taught the 

courses. Topics covered included nutrition, anatomy, 

deworming, dental care, wound care, farrier, and 

more. The students were focused and attentive with 

excellent questions. They live in many different areas 

of the reservation, creating a network of people 

when a horse health situation arises.  

The same group of veterinarians will go back this fall 

to teach an advanced course to the first class as well 

as another beginner course. Two of the students in 

the first class were from Cheyenne River reservation, 

north of Pine Ridge. They so enjoyed the class that 

they have requested a similar class be taught in 

Cheyenne River. Two recently graduated 

veterinarians, Sarah Appleby and Angie Varnum, 

who worked at Pine Ridge as students, will be 

teaching that class.  

It is very rewarding and inspiring to teach the Lakota 

horse people. They have a great desire to learn but 

lack the opportunity. This class provides that 

opportunity and EI looks forward to continuing 

collaboration this fall. 

Haiti 

The team of vet agents that have been in training 

with Drs. Kelly Crowdis and Judy Batker over the past 

few years are continuing to gain skills and 

confidence. The vet agents along with Judy and 3 

UW veterinary students traveled together in February 

2019 to a region that has received little to no 

veterinary care. The team split into two groups and 

covered 5 different communities. The vet agents not 

only provided care for the working equids but taught 

the owners about nutrition, properly fitting tack and 

the importance of deworming and vaccines.   

The vet agent team also acknowledged that their 

own community is starting to hold them in higher 

regard, recognizing their increasing veterinary care 

knowledge. They have been receiving calls and 

requests to treat animals and now travel locally to do 

that.  

It is exciting to see positive changes in animal health 

care in Haiti. New communities have requested the 

vet agent team come to work and teach, so that will 

be the goal for the rest of this year. 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Join us for an Equitarian Initiative fundraising event! 

Saturday, Aug. 24, 2019 

10AM-2PM, Location: TBD 

•  Discipline Demos by Ryan Rose Horsemanship •  

• Games • Silent Auction • Food & Drink •  


