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The Trouble with Ticks Pesky Parasites 

Ticks have become a significant parasite affecting horses across the United States. They are not 

species specific, therefore the same ticks that feed on horses can also feed on you or your dog. They 

cause localized tissue irritation which can make your horse itchy, potentially resulting in hair loss. Ticks 

can also carry serious diseases that can be transmitted to your horse. The most common tickborne 

diseases in our area are Lyme disease and Equine Granulocytic Anaplasmosis (formerly Ehrlichiosis).  

Diseases 

Lyme 

-Usual Carrier: Deer Ticks 

-Symptoms: fever, stiffness, muscle pain, unexplained weight loss and occasionally swollen joints 

-Diagnosis: combination of history, clinical signs, response to antibiotic therapy, risk of probable  

exposure and blood tests 

-Treatment: Generally 3-5 days of IV antibiotics followed by oral antibiotics for 1 month , but can vary 

with individual animals 

 

Anaplasmosis  

-Usual Carrier: Dog Ticks & Deer Ticks 

-Symptoms: fever, depression, off feed, swelling of the limbs and beneath the chest and or abdomen, 

petechiation (small purple spots on mucous membranes) and yellow mucous membranes, colic-like 

signs, muscle stiffness or lameness and occasionally an inability to rise 

-Diagnosis: blood tests in which white blood cells are evaluated  

-Treatment: Generally 3-5 days of IV antibiotics followed by oral antibiotics for 1 month , but can vary 

with individual animals 

Prevention 
Find & Remove 

Check your horse for ticks thoroughly after riding in wooded areas and at least once daily if they are 

out on pasture. It is usually easier to feel ticks rather than see them. Run your fingers along your horse's 

chest, underbelly, mane, tail and inside the flank. These are commonly the areas in which ticks tend to 

attach. Check any small bumps that you discover. These bumps may indicate smaller, immature ticks. 

If you find a tick on your horse remove it immediately.  

Use Repellents 

Permethrin is the most common repellent used 

for ticks. It can be applied as a spray, wipe or 

spot-on. Apply to the areas in which ticks most 

commonly attach once daily or before turning 

your horse out on pasture or riding in a wooded 

area. Remember to check the label to make 

sure the repellent is effective against ticks. 

UltraBoss is a pour-on repellent generally used for 

cattle that can be sprayed on your horse. 

Vectra, a canine spot-on repellent can also be 

used off-label as a repellent for your horse. 

Vaccinate 

We recommend that horses commonly exposed to 

wooded areas are vaccinated for Lyme twice 

yearly- once in the spring and once in the fall. A 

booster shot 4 weeks after the initial vaccine is 

required for horses who have not been vaccinated 

for Lyme previously. The vaccine is being used off-

label, as it was created for canines. Studies on its 

efficacy are pending. Currently there are no 

vaccines in development for Anaplasma. 

Is your little ruminant lethargic and 

feeling down and out? A sick goat or 

sheep can quickly lead to 

hospitalization. Parasites could be to 

blame!  These parasites can include 

barber pole worms, which are 

voracious bloodsuckers that typically 

reside in a ruminant’s fourth 

stomach. Barber pole worms and 

other strongyloides cause anemia, 

which can affect ruminants of any 

age. A successful outcome for 

affected small ruminants is possible 

when symptoms are recognized 

quickly.   

Symptoms: 

-Rough Hair Coat 

-Weakness, inability or hesitation to 

stand 

-Mucous membrane (area 

surrounding the eyes, gums) color is 

pale pink to white 

-Elevated heart rate 

-Elevated respiratory rate 

-Diarrhea 

 

Treatments: 

-Deworming 

-Supportive Care 

-Blood transfusion 

 

The individual animal is just the tip of 

the iceberg when it comes to severe 

internal parasites. A consistent and 

judicious deworming strategy, an 

effective de-wormer, and pasture 

management are essential to 

controlling parasites in herds or 

flocks.  

 

 

In an effort to continue providing the best lameness, medicine and holistic services 

possible, we will be offering ACUPUNCTURE SERVICES beginning mid-December! Dr. 

Anderson is currently taking the equine veterinary acupuncture course through the 

Chi Institute in Florida. This includes online lectures and onsite labs. She will be learning 

the Eastern and Western benefits and applications of acupuncture for our equine 

patients.  

We are very excited to have the ability to provide this service because it compliments 

the array of treatments we already offer. If you have questions regarding this, or any 

of our other services, please call today! 

COMING SOON! 

EQUITARIAN UPDATE 

Haiti -"One horse at a time" 

Great progress continues to be seen in the mountain community in 

Haiti. In February, Dr. Batker and several other veterinarians worked on 

many species of animals with the vet agents they have been training. 

The vet agents are becoming confident in their skills and did most of 

the work! The saddle making training has been completed. As soon as 

funds are raised, the new saddles can be produced locally and used 

on the tourist carrying horses. Only $75 will purchase one of these 

backsaving saddles. Donations can be made to Equitarian Initiative by 

check or online via www.equitarianinitiative.org if you are interested.  

IT’S TIME! 

Schedule your Fall visit now!  

       10% off dental floats 9/1/17 - 11/1/17 

Call 608.291.0505  

Pine Ridge, South Dakota  

In July, Dr. Batker, three other vets and 12 vet students worked for a 

week on the reservation. Wound care, nutrition, vaccinations, 

deworming and lameness were discussed at a one day clinic held 

before the work started. A huge thanks to the many generous 

donations of saddles, bridles, saddle pads and more. Our friend and 

local leader, Percy is already dispersing them to needy people. They 

are so appreciated! 
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